Getting By 4-7 Activity

Wants and Needs
Lesson Plan

(Loosely based on “Wants and Needs” lesson plan developed by The Workhouse) 

Program Overview: Students are asked to consider which of their needs/wants are important enough to them that they would that would migrate from one country to another in order to have them met.  They also articulate and examine their own opinions about whether there are certain needs/wants that are so important that all people living in the United States should have them met and, if so, whose responsibility it should be to meet those needs/wants. 

New York State Learning Standards: Intermediate
Social Studies Standard Four: 1C

Social Studies Standard Five: 1A
Time Frame: 20 minutes.  

Materials: 

Needs and Wants Cards

Flip Chart

Paper and pencils
Objectives: 
By the end of the activity, students will: 

· Identify several things that are so important to them that they would migrate from one country to another in order to have them.
· Understand some of the reasons that people migrate and become familiar with the concept of “push and pull factors.” 
· Discuss various perspectives about what the role of government should be in meeting the needs/wants of its citizens and other people living within its borders.
· Articulate and examine their own opinions about whether there are certain needs/wants that all people living in the United States should have met, whether they are citizens or not, and whose responsibility it should be to meet those needs/wants. 

Procedure: 
1) Introduction  
a. Explain (or reiterate) that the theme of the Getting By tour is how immigrants get by during hard times, and that the tour looks at changing ideas about what role the government should play in assisting people in need.  
b. Explain that in this activity, students will be looking at some of the reasons people immigrate and what they may be hoping to have access to in their new country that they lacked in their home country. We will also be and discussing what the role of government should be in assisting people who have moved to the United States in an effort to have their needs/wants met. 
2) Divide students into groups of three. Give each group a copy of the needs/wants cards. The needs/wants cards include the following: 

· Decent shelter

· The freedom to practice your religion

· Clean air

· Plenty of nutritious food

· Clean drinking water

· Your own bedroom

· Affordable medical care when you need it

· The opportunity to express your opinion and be listened to

· TV and/or radio 

· Transportation
· A challenging and interesting job

· High School education
· College education

· Freedom from persecution

· A 40 hour or less work week

· The opportunity to live in a safe neighborhood  

· The opportunity to live with or near your family and/or other people that you care about
· Freedom from discrimination
· Freedom to travel wherever you choose

· A job with what you consider to be a decent salary
· The opportunity to live among diverse peoples

· The opportunity to participate in the political process

3) Ask students to identify which of those things are so important to them that if they did not have them in their own country, they would move to another country where they thought they would have a better change of having them. They should make a list of those things which everyone in the group agrees are important enough to merit migrating 
4) Explore Push and Pull Factors (Optional)
Explain that people often migrate because they do not have access to the things they need/want in their home country, and they think they will have a better chance of getting it somewhere else. 
a. Explain that “push factors” are reasons that people want to leave their home country. Push factors might be unemployment, war, or famine. 

b. Explain that “pull factors” are reasons that people want to immigrate to a particular country. Pull factors might include a strong economy or political freedom.  
5) Ask students to consider the three questions below. Lead a short discussion about these issues.   

a. “Should people be able to move from one country to another in order to try to gain access to the things that are very important to them? Why or why not?” 

b. “Should people from other countries who think they will have a better chance of having access to the things that are very important to them in the United States be able to immigrate here? Why or why not?” 

c. Which of the things on the cards you received are so important that ALL people living in the United States (whether they were born here or immigrated here) should have access to them? Is it the government’s responsibility to provide these things? If not, then whose responsibility is it?  
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