Piecing it Together Activity
4th-7th Grade
Lesson Plan

Program Overview: Students learn about the complexities of the contemporary garment industry by listening to an audio recording of several key garment industry stakeholders sharing their diverse perspectives about the state of the industry today. They also review a visual aid about the garment industry chain of production and discuss how the perspectives people have about the garment industry may be related to their relationship to the chain of production. 
New York State Learning Standards: 
Elementary: 

Standard 4: 1B, 1C, 1E

Standard 5: 1B

Intermediate: 

Standard 4: 1C, 1D, 1E

Standard 5: 1A, 1C 

Time Frame: 15 minutes
Materials: 
· Flip chart and marker
· CD Player

· Extended audio recording

· 15 transcripts of audio recording

· Chain of production visual aid 
Objectives: 

Students will: 
· Learn how the United States Department of Labor defines a sweatshop;
· Learn that garment industry sweatshops still exist, both in the U.S. and in other countries; 
· Learn about the working conditions in one garment industry sweatshop in NYC; 

· Learn different perspectives about the causes of sweatshops;

· Learn about the garment industry chain of production; 

· Discuss how the perspectives people have about the garment industry may be related to their relationship to the chain of production.

Procedure: 
1) Ask students what comes to mind when they hear the word “sweatshop.” Write their responses on a flip chart. (Note to educator: This is so you can ascertain how much students already know about sweatshops, and how much time you will have to spend explaining the terms used in the audio recording and in the chain of production visual aid.) 
2) Show students the chain of production visual aid and briefly explain it to them. (Note to educator: before proceeding with the rest of the activity, make sure students understand the chain of production.) –MRC to add advocacy groups and labor enforcement groups to chain of production as stakeholders
3) Tell students they will be listening to an audio recording of different perspectives of people who are involved in the garment industry today, and that the people will be talking mostly about the problem of sweatshops in the garment industry. Tell the students that they may already be familiar with some of the ideas expressed in the recording, and some of the ideas may be new to them. Ask them to play very close attention to what the people are saying, as you will be asking them to repeat and explain they key points.  
4) Play each clip on the audio. After each clip, pause the recording and ask for a student to volunteer to repeat and explain what the person said said. Then ask students the following questions: 

a. Where does X fit on the chain of production? 

b. What do you think of what X said? Is there anything s/he said that surprised you? 

5) After playing the audio, ask students the following question: On the recording, we heard several different ideas about why sweatshops exist. What were some of the reasons? Write students’ responses on the flip chart. If they don’t remember all of the reasons that were explained on the tape, be sure to remind them. Key reasons include: 
· Immigrant workers may need money urgently to pay debts and send to their families, and the garment industry often employs people who are not fluent in English and/or who don’t have permission to work in the United States. 

· The retail business tries to keep labor costs low by contracting out to factories where the workers are not highly paid. 
· The globalization of the garment industry has driven down working conditions and wages. In some other countries, particularly developing countries, wages are lower that in the United States and there are not as many worker protections as there are in the United States. 
6) Ask students the following question: On the tape, you heard several strategies that have been used to try to address the problem of sweatshops. What were some of these strategies? If they don’t remember all of the strategies that were explained on the tape, be sure to remind them. Key strategies include:

a. Unionization

b. Department of Labor closing factories that they know to be sweatshops. 

7) Ask students: What do you think should be done about the problem of sweatshops? Is there anything that you could do? Write their responses on the flip chart. 
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