Piecing it Together Program: “Documenting Injustice”
8th-12th Grade

Lesson Plan

Program Overview: The students will discuss the definition of a “sweatshop” and examine how and why perceptions of what constitutes a sweatshop have changed over time. Students will learn about the evolution of working conditions in garment factories, and discuss how reformers past and present have documented these conditions in an effort to improve them. 
In the Museum tour, students will learn about the evolution of the garment industry in New York City from 1880 to the present. In activity, students will examine Jacob Riis photos and discuss how they were used to galvanize the public around the issue of sweatshops in the 1880s and 1890s. They will then discuss why garment factories have moved overseas and learn about the conditions that exist in many of those garment factories by watching an excerpt from the film “Bangladesh: An Appeal for Solidarity.” Students will compare the photos of Jacob Riis to the film and discuss the role that documenting injustice can play as a tool for galvanizing the public.  
New York State Learning Standards

· SS Standard One, 1A

· SS Standard Two, 1D, 1E
· SS Standard Three, 1C, 1D

· SS Standard Four, 1C, 1D, 1G 

· SS Standard Five, 1A, 1C

Time Frame: 90 minutes. For a group of 30 or less, divide in two groups and combine the activities. Introduction: 10 minutes; PIT Tour: 50 minutes (skip hallway); Activity: 30 minutes. 
Materials: 

· Lesson plan

· Flip chart 
· Jacob Riis Photos (15) 

· “Bangladesh: An Appeal for Solidarity” video
RIIS PHOTOS

Objectives: Students will: 

· Learn about how Jacob Riis documented the working conditions in garment factories in an effort to galvanize the public around the issue of sweatshops

· Explore critically the intent behind and impact of these efforts

Procedure: 
1) Pass out Jacob Riis photos. Ask students to spend 5 minutes looking at the picture, and then describe to the group what they see in the picture. How does the picture make them feel? What does it make them think about? What can they tell about the people in this picture and what their lives were like? 
2) Tell students that before we had films, people used photography to galvanize people around issues. In the 1880s and 1890s a photographer, Jacob Riis, took pictures of garment shops in order to raise awareness about the conditions and make people want to take action.

a. For the students who have taken the tour, talk about how the efforts of Jacob Riis were partly responsible for the garment industry moving from tenement apartments to bigger loft spaces. Do you think this was a good development? Why or why not? Write their answers on the flip chart. 
b. For students who have not taken the tour, ask if they were a policy maker at that time, what recommendations would they make to improve the living and working conditions for these people? Write their answers on the flip chart. Tell them that on the tour they will learn more about these conditions and what actions reformers took to improve these conditions, and what the impact was. 
BANGLADESH VIDEO
Note to educators: In preparation for this activity, you can find and download “Bangladesh: An Appeal for Solidarity” on the National Labor Committee’s website at the following link:
http://www.nlcnet.org/resources/
Objectives: Students will:
· Learn that many garment factories that used to be located in New York City have moved overseas and discuss why.
· Learn about the poor working conditions that exist in many garment factories today.

· Compare and contrast working conditions in the garment industry today with conditions in the past. 
· Learn about how reformers have past and present documented the poor working conditions in garment factories in an effort to galvanize the public around the issue of sweatshops. Explore critically the intent behind and impact of these efforts. 
Procedure: 

1) Find out how much students know about the garment industry today- activate their background knowledge. Ask students a general question, such as “What do you know about sweatshops in the garment industry today? What is a sweatshop?” Write their responses on the flip chart. 
Note to educator: The definition of a sweatshop has changed over time. Today, a sweatshop is generally considered to be a shop or factory in which employees work long hours at low wages under poor conditions. The Department of Labor says that no single characteristic marks a garment factory as a sweatshop, but there are many characteristics common to sweatshops: fire hazards, electrical hazards, safety hazards, wage violations, child labor, etc. Sweatshop watch defines a sweatshop as a workplace with: extreme exploitation, including the absence of a living wage or long work hours; poor working conditions, such as health and safety hazards; and arbitrary discipline, such as verbal or physical abuse, or fear and intimidation when they speak out, organize, or attempt to form a union. 

2) Ask students why they think garment factories move overseas. 
Educator should be sure the following points are raised: wages in many developing countries are lower than the wages in the United States The National Labor Committee has a list of hourly apparel wages in developing countries, including: Guatemala, 37 cents; China, 28 cents; Nicaragua, 23 cents; Bangladesh, 13 to 20 cents. In addition to low wages, manufacturers in many countries benefit from child labor and long workdays as well as the absence of health plans, environmental protections, workplace safety standards and efforts to organize workers.

3) Tell students they will be learning more about this issue by watching a film made by the National Labor Committee about garment factories in Bangladesh. Describe what the NLC is. 
Note to educator: The mission of the National Labor Committee is to help defend the human rights of workers in the global economy. The NLC investigates and exposes human and labor rights abuses committed by U.S. companies producing goods in the developing world. They undertake public education, research and popular campaigns that empower U.S. citizens to support the efforts of workers to learn and defend their rights. 
a. If the students have already taken the tour, tell them that as they watch the film they should be thinking about the similarities and differences between the garment industry in the past and the garment industry today. Mention that there will be mention of a fire on the video, and they should be thinking about how this fire may be similar or different to the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire.
b. If the students have not taken the tour, ask them to make a list as they watch the video of all the things they see in the film that they think are unfair. 
4) Advise students and teachers that there will be some graphic images at the beginning of the film. Let them know that if they prefer not to see those images, they should not watch the first several minutes of the film. Play excerpt from film. 
5) Ask students for their initial reactions to the film. Then ask them to share their responses to the questions they were thinking about as they watched the film. Write their responses on the flip chart. 
a. For the students who have taken the tour, make a chart with similarities on one side and differences on the other. Write their responses on the appropriate side of the chart. Then discuss why they think some things have changed while others have remained the same. As if they think the conditions were better then or now. Ask why there problems endure in the garment industry.
b. For students who have not taken the tour, ask them why they think these things are unfair and what should be done about it. Tell them to keep these issues in mind as they take the tour and talk to their educators about the connections between the situation in the past and the situation today. 
6) Ask students why they think the film was made. How did they want the people who watched the video to feel? What did they want them to think? Explain that people use tools like film to engage people emotionally with an issue and galvanize the public to take action. Have you seen any other films that made you feel that something in our society was wrong and/or want to take action around a particular issue? 
7) Now that you have seen this film, what changes do you think need to happen in order to improve the conditions in the garment industry today? Do you think these changes are possible? Why or why not? What role could you play? 
8) Ask students to compare the Riis photos to the video. Is one more compelling than the other? What are the advantages of each medium? How can the arts/documentation be used to galvanize people around an issue?  If you had a camera/video camera and were going to document a social problem today that you think should be changed, what would it be and why? 
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