Housing Conditions Then and Now: Lesson Plan

Apartment:




Tenement Inspectors

Workbook Chapters:


Making a New Home 

Resource Guide Chapters: 

A Roof Overhead

Mission

The Museum of the Museum is to promote tolerance and historical perspective through the presentation and interpretation of the variety of immigrant and migrant experiences in Manhattan’s Lower East Side, a gateway to America. 

Goals

The Goals of the Shared Journeys program are to: 

· Provide immigrants with a forum for sharing their own migration histories

· Provide recent immigrants with a historical context in which to understand their own immigration experiences

· Help immigrants become empowered to confront challenges and obstacles they face 

· Encourage immigrants to use their shared histories as a foundation for collective social action around the issues that immigrants face 

· Build new partnerships with immigrant groups and community-based organizations that serve an immigrant population

· Engage new immigrants in Tenement Museum programs  

Housing Conditions: Workshop Outline

1. Welcome/Introductions
(5 minutes)

Have students make and wear nametags. Ask everyone to introduce him or herself. If it is their first visit, you can also ask them to tell you where they are from, how long they have been in the United States, and why they are interested in the program. This will help you get a sense of how much English they know and how comfortable they are talking in English. If it is their first visit, you should also explain the mission and work of the Museum, a little bit about the history of the building, and what the Shared Journeys Program is.

2. Introduction to program: (5 minutes) 

Today we will be discussing the question “What are acceptable housing conditions” and learning how working class immigrants helped shape ideas about housing standards bewteen 1863 and 1935. We will also be learning about steps we can take to improve housing conditions today. 

3. Discussion about housing reform: (15 minutes)

· What are some housing laws that exist in the United States today? Ask students to brainstorm a list of all the housing laws they can think of. 

· Explain that most of these laws did not exist when the Museum was built. They came into being because of efforts of immigrants and other reformers who wanted to improve housing conditions.

4. Photo activity: (10-15 minutes) 

· Pass out photos of tenement life in the 1800s (Jacob Riis photos or other photos in our collection) Ask students to spend 5-10 minutes looking at the photos and disscussing what they see. Ask: Who do you think these people are? What do you notice about the apartment? What do you notice about the way they are dressed? How do you think they feel? What are their lives like?

· How do you feel when you see this picture? Why do you think someone took these pictures? Discuss how photos were used to raise awareness about housing conditions and to push for housing reform.

5. Introduce idea of Tenement Inspectors (15 minutes)

· Read aloud tenant complaint letters and discuss what they mean

· Show photos of tenement inspectors

· Show I Cards and talk about the responsibilities of inspectors

· Read aloud qualifications for tenement inspectors, and discuss what each qualification means and why it was important

6. Tenement Inspectors Program (45-40 minues) 

· Explain idea of “role-play.” Tell students they will be taking on roles of Tenent Inspectors and using the 1901 Housing Law to inspect the building

·  Conduct Tenement Inpectors Program

7. Open Discussion (5-10 minutes)

Immediately after the tour, give students a few minutes to share their initial reactions in an unstructured way. They can ask any questions they may have, talk to each other about what they learned, and share their responses. 

8. Pass out copies of 2003 Housing Law
Explain several key points in the law and students to consider whether their building is in compliance with the law. Explain what students can do if they have housing problems- give them number for complaints.   

9. Distribute Workbook Chapters  

Give the instructor copies of the workbook chapter to use in the classroom. 

10. Distribute Resource Guide Chapters (5 minutes) 
Pass out copies of the resource guide chapter to students. Explain that the Museum has created the Immigrant Resource Guide to provide recent immigrants with practical information about where to go to access any services and benefits they may need. Review the chapters with them, making sure they understand where they can go to get the programs they need. 

11. Conclusion (5 minutes) 

At the end of the workshop, ask if anyone has any last questions or comments. Thank them for coming. Tell them that the Museum has a number of different programs for new immigrants, and that they can look on the website to get more information about those programs.
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