Our Immigration Histories: Lesson Plan

Apartment:




Confino

Workbook Chapters:


NA

Resource Guide Chapters: 

NA

Mission

The Museum of the Museum is to promote tolerance and historical perspective through the presentation and interpretation of the variety of immigrant and migrant experiences in Manhattan’s Lower East Side, a gateway to America. 

Goals

The Goals of the Shared Journeys program are to: 

· Provide immigrants with a forum for sharing their own migration histories

· Provide recent immigrants with a historical context in which to understand their own immigration experiences

· Help immigrants become empowered to confront challenges and obstacles they face 

· Encourage immigrants to use their shared histories as a foundation for collective social action around the issues that immigrants face 

· Build new partnerships with immigrant groups and community-based organizations that serve an immigrant population

· Engage new immigrants in Tenement Museum programs  

Our Immigration Histories Workshop Outline: 

1. Welcome/Introductions (5 minutes)

Have students make and wear nametags. Ask everyone to introduce him or herself. If it is their first visit, you can also ask them to tell you where they are from, how long they have been in the United States, and why they are interested in the program. This will help you get a sense of how much English they know and how comfortable they are talking in English. If it is their first visit, you should also explain the mission and work of the Museum, a little bit about the history of the building, and what the Shared Journeys Program is.

2. Introduction to program: (10 minutes) 

Today we will be going back in time to the year and meeting one of the former residents of 97 Orchard Street, Victoria Confino, played by a costumed actress. We will be pretending to be an immigrant family that just arrived in New York. (See Victoria Confino cheat sheet).HAVE STUDENTS WRITE DOWN ALL THE QUESTIONS THEY WANT TO ASK VICTORIA.
3. Confino Program (45 minutes) Participate in the program with students.

4. Review Activity (10 minutes)

Divide class into groups of 3 and ask each group to make a list of the 5-10 most interesting things they learned from Victoria Confino. After they have finished the list, have them report back to the group. Make a list on a flip chart of all the students’ responses. 

Once you have a list of all the things they learned, tell students that all their answers can be grouped into several major themes. Write these themes on the flip chart. The themes will depend on students’ answers and will vary from class to class, but possible themes include: food; religion; discrimination; education; work; customs and traditions; adjusting to a new culture, etc. Make sure all students agree with the themes you propose. 

5. Discussion Activity (60 min) 

Divide the class into groups of 2-3. Try to pair up people from different cultural backgrounds if possible. Have each group choose one of the themes to discuss. For each theme, have them answer as many of the following questions as they like. Give them 20-30 minutes to discuss the questions and prepare a presentation for the class. Students can also discuss other questions/ topics that came up when they were meeting Victoria if they wish, but they should let you know what they want to discuss.  

A. Foods: 

What are some foods you ate frequently in your home country? 

How do you prepare your favorite dish from your home country?

What are some new foods you tasted for the first time in the US?

What are some major differences between the food in your home country and the food in the US? 

In your home country, are there special foods you eat on holidays? If so, what are they?

B. Religion:

What religion do you practice? 

What are some of the most important traditions of your religion?

Did you go to religious school?

Have your religious beliefs changed since coming to the United States?

Have your religious practices changed since coming to the United States?

Are there any special religious holidays that you observe? 

Do you have any religious objects in your home? If so, what are they?

C. Discrimination:

What groups of people face discrimination in your home country? 

What groups of people do you think face the most discrimination in the US?

In what ways have you been affected by discrimination, if any?

Did you ever make an assumption about someone because of his/her background and then find out you were wrong? Describe the situation?

What can be done to address the problem of discrimination?

D Education:

Where did you go to school?

What are some things you remember about your school?

Do you think you had a good education? 

If you could change something about the education you received, what would it be?

If you have kids, do you think they are getting a better or worse education than you got? Explain. 

What do you like/dislike about the education system in the US?

D. Work: 

What do you do for a living?

What did you do for a living in your home country?

What are some skills you need to do your job?

What are some problems you face at work, if any?

When did you begin working?

What was your first job?

What is your “dream job?”

E. Customs and Traditions:

What are some of the most important cultures and traditions in your home country?

What are some new customs you learned in the United States?

Do you observe any holidays in the United States? (Thanksgiving, Christmas, etc) If so, how? 

What customs and traditions from your home country do/would you want to pass on to your children? 

F. Adjusting to a New Culture

What was the hardest thing for you when you first arrived in the United States?

What are some of your favorite things about the culture in the United States?

What do you dislike about the culture in the US?

Is it important to you to be “American?” Why or why not?

Do you think you are “American?” Why or why not? 

What do you miss most about your home country? 

After the time is up, have each group give a presentation to the class about their discussion. Have everyone take notes and write down the most important things each group says. 

6. Conclusion (5 minutes) 

At the end of the workshop, ask if anyone has any last questions or comments. Thank them for coming. Tell them that the Museum has a number of different programs for new immigrants, and that they can look on the website to get more information about those programs.
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